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SEARCH. 


FOR THE 

. . | ; ; - 
Engliſh Schilaricks| | 
| By the CASE and CHARACTERS, 

I. Of the Dioceſan Canoneers. 

: IL, Of the Preſent Meer Nonconformiſts. 


Not as an Accuſation of the former, but a Neceſſary 
Defence of the later, ſo far as they are wrongfully 
Accuſed and Perſecuted by them. 


By Richard Baxter, One of the Accuſed. 


LONDON: 


finted tor Newill Simmons, at the Sign of the Three 
| Golden Cocks at the Weſt-end of St. Pails 
Church « Yard. 168 1. 


T 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HE ſftrivings of Parliaments ſince Archbiſhop Laud's Go- 
vernment, againſt Innovations, Popery and Arbitrary over- 
topping Law,and their jealouſies of the deſigns and progreſs, 
while they themſelves were of the Old Church of England, 
| docall us to think what the difference was between the Old and New. 


ISS 


T TE that would know what 
the Old Church of Erg- 
lard is, let him read, 


Il. The 39 Articles. 

Il, The Homilies. 

II, The Apology, with Jewels 
fence. OE 

IV. Nowell's Catechiſm. 

V. Deus & Rex (al/ owed 
hy the Church). 

VI. Hookers Eccleſiaſtical 
Polity, in 8 Books. 

VII. Biſhop Bilſon of Chri- 
ſian SubjeTion. 

VIII. Biſhop Downham de 
Antichriſto., 

IX. The great Writers a- 
tinſt Popery, as Dr.Whitaker, 
Dr. Reynolds, Dr. Willer, 
Dr.Sutliff;, Dr. W kite, Dy.Airy, 


\ Dr, Humpirey, Dr. Fulk, Dr. 


Prideaux, Dy. R. Abbot, Dr. 


ingworth, Bryſhop Morton, &*c. 


| 


| 


| E that would know what 

is the New Church of 
England, fince Biſhop Land dif- 
ters from the Old, let him read, 

I. Dr. Heylin's Writings, 
Dr. Pocklingtons, Mr. Dows, 
Sybthorps and Mainwarings. 

IT. Heylin's Life of B.Laud, 
particularly bis deſcription of the 
deſigned reconciliation with the 
Papiſts. 

I. Myr. Thorndike's Juſt 
weights and meaſures, and for- 
bearance of Penalties. 

IV. Archbiſhop Bramhall's 
book againſt me, explaining the 
new way in theſe particulars, 
1. To abhor Popery. 2. That we 
all come under a Foreign Furiſ- 


dition, obeying the Pope as the 


Weſtern Patriarch, and alſo as 
the Principium unitatis fo the 
rniverſal Church, Governing by 


Crkenthorp, Dr. Challoner, |the Canons. 3. That Diſſenters 

Dr. Hall, B:/bop Uſher, Dr. from this be accounted Schiſmas 

Davenant, Biſhop Carlton,Chil- ticks. 4. That we yield to what 

the Grecks have yielded, and be 
A 


of 


' X. The Writings againſt Bi- 
- ſhop Laud, viz. Biſhop Hall's 
Epiſile to D. L. Archbiſhop G. 
Abbots, and Biſhop R. Abbot's 
judgment of him, and his Tryal, 
with what was there charged 
againſt him. 
Xl. The Harmony of Con- 
feſſions, and the Synod of Dort. 
XII, King James's Works. 


Proteſtants can never unite, but by uniting with Rome. 4, He 
the Councils, even that of Trent. 5. The | 
Canons of the Conncils, and not arbitrarily, 
6. Nor muſt invade the rights of Ki 
enrioſities of the School-men, and the i 
owned and amended, this much is enough to ſober men. 8, And | 


he ſaith that the Engliſh Biſhops were many of his mind, tho' the 


owns the DodFrine f 
Pope to govern by the 


Separatifts were not. 


Vit. Tie Earl of Clarendon's Defence of Dr.Stillingfleet, ly- 
ing the nature of Popery intheir injury to Princes. | 
VIH. Guil. Forbes, Biſhop of Edenborough his Irenicon, 
IX. Mr. Dodwell's book againſt Schiſnr, and the ſame di- 
. Frine maintained by others who nullifie Miniſtry and (hurches, | 
whoſe Epi fcopal Ordination hath not come down from the Apaſile 


uninterrupted. 


X, The Biſhops endeavours ſince 1660, to filence, fine, impri 
8 miles from all Corporations, &c. all 
mpoſutions, Together with the reſt of the 
true Hiſtory of theſe laſt Twenty jears. 
The particulars are not now to be recited. 


fon, baniſh, and drive 


fuch as receive not the 


| 


] 


of their Religion. 5. That Gro- 
tius was @ Proteſtant for the 
Church of England. 

V. Dr. Parkers Preface 1» 
that book, and Dr. Pierce's de- 
fence of Grot1us. 

VI. Grotius his Volume and 
Notes on Caſlander, ſpecially his 
Diſcuſhto Apologetici Rivela- 
niz in which be profeſſeth, 1.That 
Rome #s the Miſtris-Church. | 
2. Sound in faith.3.T hat he finds 


"gr or Biſhops. 7. That if the 
lives of the Clergy be dif: 


— 
= 
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SEARCH 


FOR THE 


INGLISH SCHISMATICK: 


OR, 


| The True CharaRers of the ſeveral 


Accuſed Parties, by which they 
may be diſcerned. 


CHAP. LI 
The Parties Accuſed. 


The Parties queſtioned are, I. The Papiſts. 
Il. The Dioceſan- Militants, or Canoneers. III. The 
Paſſive peaceable Conformiſts. IV. The Meer Non- 
conformiſts. V. The SeFarian Church-Appropriators, 
and Cauſeleſs Separatiſts and Dividers. 


, HERE is no Set of Chriſtians 
& which maketh ſo great uſe of their 
S pretence to Unity, and crying 
down Hereſfie, Schiſm and Separa- 


& tion, as the Papiſts do 3 and yet 

{ are the greateſt Schiſmaticks and 
SE M>/ Dividers, as thus appeareth. 

[, They have a ſelf-made humane univerſal Church, 

B fcigning 


(2) 
feigning the Pope to be the rightful Head of all the 
Chriſtian World. 

2. They exclude a'l from Chriſts Chuch, who are not 
the Popes Subjeds, though at the Antipodes, where he 
never came nor ſent. 

3. They preſume to make univerſal Laws for all the 
Worl1. 

4. They Curſe men from Chriſt by Excommunicati- 
ons, who refuſe ſuch ſubjection and obedience to theſe 
Laws. 

5. They have introduced many new Articles of Faith, 
on pretence of declaring and cxpounding Faith. 

6. They have multiplied corrupting additions in the 
Chriſtian Worſhip. 

7. Their regular objettive Religion now conſfiſteth 
in ſo great a number of the Decrees of Councils, as no 


| 


Chriſtians can well underſtand, while they accuſe God 
Laws as unintelligible. | 

8. They can give us no certainty which of thelc 
Councils are obligatory to us, while they contradic 
each other. 


9. They agree not. of the Eſſence of Chriſtianity, or | 
neceſſary truths ; but reſolve all into the uncertainty 
of [ ſufficient Propoſals]. 

0. They damn men as Hereticks that deny not all | 
humane ſenſe, believing there, is. no Bread and Wine, 
when they ſee and taſte them. 

11. Fhey burn ſuch as Hereticks, and are for tor- 
menting Inquiſitions to deſtroy them. | 

12. They bind Temporal Lords to exterminate all ſuch, 
and to ſwear to, do it; and this on pain of Excommunt- 
cation, Depoſition and Damnation: So that a, Proteſtant 


Kingdom under a true Papiſt King, hath a King het js | 
thus 


= 


C3) 
thus bound to exterminate his SubjeRs, if he be able ; 
and profeſleth to do it on theſe three penalties, his Sal» 
yation lying on 1t. | 

13. They decree the giving of his Dominions to ano- 
ther, and abſolving his Subjects from their Oaths of Fide- 
lity, if he obey not. 

14. They decree, that it's Herefie to hold that a King 
hath the power of Inveſting Biſhops, and that he is not 
thas ſubject ro the Pope. 

15. They tolerate their chief Doftors to write, that 
2 Heretick is no King, at leaſt if Excommunicate, and 
may lawfully be killed. 

16. Their Canons exempt the Clergy from being Go- 
rerned and Taxed by Kings. 

17, They forbid the reading of the Scriptures tranſ- 
lated, without a Licenſe. 

18. They ſay that we cannot well believe the Goſpel, 
but on the credit of their Church : As if we mult firſt 
know that the Pope and Council are authorized by 
Chriſt, before we believe in Chriſt himſelf. 

19. They renounce Repentance by pretending to In- 
fallibility, 

20. They cheriſh a numerous Clergy and Sedts, to 
arry on all this in the World, and perſwade high and 
low, that to promote their Church and Cauſe, is merito- 


rious of Salvation. 


IT. By the Paſſwve Conformiſt, I mean both ſuch as go 
01 the grounds of Mr. Sprint, and think a Reformation 
very «{firable, but Conformity lawful to eſcape filen- 
ang aud ruinez and ſuch as like Conformity for it (lf, 
and wiH all others did Conform, but like not unchari- 


table cenſures, or ſilencings, or violence againſt conſcio- 
B 2 nablc 
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nable Diſſenters, nor the compulſions which have cauſed 
our Church-convulfions. Though the Nonconformiſts 
muſt needs judge theſe to partake i» Schiſmr, (o far asthey 
own the Schiſmatical dividing terms of Communion, 
which are the greateſt hinderance of our Concord, and 
will be (till inconſiſtent with it 3 yet as they reproach 
not Diſſcnters as Schiſmaticks, ſo neither are they ac- | 
counted Schiſzraticks by the Difſenters, becauſe they are 
ſound and peaceable brethren, and defſfre to live as ſuch 
with others, and Schiſm is not their diſpoſition nor pre- 
dominant. We would live in greater Love and Concord | 
with ſuch as theſe, than the differing Conformiſts have 
with one another. 


IT. The names of SeFaries and Separatiſts arc of no | 
fixed {1gnification, but vary according to the mind of 
the ſpeaker. But I now uſe them for thoſe, 1. Who 
appropriate the Church to ſome narrow Sed or Party, which | 
denicth all others to be true Churches, or to have true 
Miniſters and Sacraments. 2. And next to thoſe, that 
though they own others as true Churches or Miniſters 
yet hold their Communion unlawful, when it is not (o, | 
and renounce Communion with them on theſe grounds 

Such beſides Papiſts, are too many Prelatiſts, that deny 
the Miniſtry, Sacraments and Communion of the Refor- 
med Churches, which are not ſuch as they ; yea of all 
Churches that have not an Epiſcopacy by uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Ordination from the Apoliles 
and that excommunicate all that do but ſay that there | 
are any true Churches in England but their own. And 
ſuch are ſome Anabaptiſts, ſome called Browniſts, or Se- 
paratiſts heretofore, ec. And the Seekers are much worle, 


that deny all Churches z and the @rakers and ee: 
who 
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who revile the ſoundeſt; and all true Hereticks, who ſe- 
parate by denying ſome Eflential of Chriſtianity. All 
theſe are Schiſmaticks in the judgment of all ſound and 
ſober Chriſtians. 


IV. By Adive Canonical Conformiſts, I mean thoſe 
that are for the preſent frame of Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment, with the Liturgy and Canons, and the Laws which 
enforce them ( who call uſually for the Execution of 
thoſe Laws ). 


V. By the meer preſent Nonconformiſts, I mean ſuch 
as are guilty of no other puniſhable errors or (ins, but 
ſach as the -Act of Uniformity doth eject and filence us 
forz and who declared openly their judgments about 
Dottrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, in 1660, after a Com- 
mon meeting at S70z-Colledge, and another at the Savoy, 
which is publiſhed in Print 5 That is, the Recoxcilers, or 
Peacemakers, who then laboured and beg'd for Peace and 
Unity in vain 3 who tye themſelves to the judgment of 
none called Nonconformiſts heretofore, Presbyterians, 
Independents, ec. but to the Word of God, and the ex- 
ample of the true Primitive Churches, and are not for 
Concord only with a Sect, or a dividing-party, High or 
Low, but for that Catholick Church and Communion of 
Saints, which are in our Creed. 

Schiſm being a culpable rending of Chriſtians from 
each other, hath a great number of degrees ( as it is by 
Apoſtaſie from the Univerſal Church totally, or by de- 
nying a fundamental, by Herelte 3 or as it is but by denv- 
Ing Integrals, or but Accidents ; as it is but from a parti- 
cular Church, a Church of Gods forming, or of mans : 
As it is from a Church, as if it were no Church, or a cor- 

rupt 
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rupt Church falſly (aid, or only a leſs deſirable ; as it is 
from a Pariſh-Church, a Dioceſan, a National, @&c. Ag 
it is total or partial, or but in ſome «ccidents from that 
particular Church, holding Communion in all the reſt; 
As it is mental, or but cauſcleſs local 3 As 1t 1s from a 
Church, or only from ſome perſons in a Church: Paſtor, 
or others As it is by driving men by {inful impoſitions 
from a Church, or too ealie departing z with many the 
like differences elſewhere opened.) So that as all men have 
ſome degree of ignorance, pride, hypocriſie, &*c. and yet 
are not to be denominated ignorant, proud hypocrites, 
where it is not predominant 3 fo all are detective in Love 
and Union, and few Churches on earth are no way guilty 
of Schiſm, and yet are not to be called Schiſmaticks, 


where it is not predominant. 


Almoſt all Churches on earth accuſe each other of . 


Schiſm ; the Papiſts ſo accuſe the Greeks, Proteſtants, 
and all others 3 the Greeks ſo accuſe the Papilts and 
Prateſtants (as the Patriarch Jeremiah ſhews us), and 
both the Abaſſmnes, Jacobins, Neſtorians, 8c. The Luthe- 
r47s fo call the Calviniſts, and they many Lutherans; the 
Epiſcopal, Presbyterians, and Independents ſo accule each 
other : Sober and peaceable men muſt confeſs that molt 
are guilty of ſome degree. 

Laying by the reſt, our Queſtion now is of Two Par- 
tics here, the Canorcer Dioceſan Conformiſts, and the 


Preſent meer Conformiſts, which are the ENGLISH 
SCHISMATICKS. 
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CHAP. IL. 


The Caſe of the Dioceſan-Canoneers, or Zealots 
for Impoſition of Conformity. 


I. "FX agree not of the Eſlentiating Head of their 

own National Church z whether it be Lay, or 
Clergy, King or Biſhops (and ſo are indeed of divers 
Churches ), no nor whether it have any conſtitutive Head, 
or none. 

2. Some hold Biſhops neceſſary to the Being of a 
Church, and ſome only to the wel-being of it 3 and fo 
agree not neither what a particular Church is. 

3. The former unchurch the Pariſh-Churches, and make 
them only parts of a proper Church, the Dioceſan being 
the lowelt 1n a politick ſenſe. 

4. They make the Pariſh-Prieſts, but half Priefts or 
Paſtors, denying them the Power of the Keys over their 
flock, ſave 1n a little part. 

5. Theſe deny the Reformed Churches, which have 
no Biſhops, to. be true proper Churches, and their 
Miniſtration and Sacraments to be valid : But others of 
them hold the contrary, and ſo ditfer 1n their Commu- 
nion with the Proteſtant Churches. 

6. Some of them ſay, that none are 1rue Miniſters of 
Chriſt that have not Epiſcopal Ordination by uninter- 
rupted ſucceſhon from the Apoſiles: And that their 
flocks have #0 title to Salvation, becaule they have it not 
by Gods Covenant ſealed by ſuch a Miziſiry of the Sa- 
mraments. 7. They 
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7. They hold twice Ordination finful ; and yet Re. 
ordain thoſe who were ordained by mcer Presbyrers, or 
R«<&ors of Pariſh (City) Churches. 

S. Some Leaders grant that there were no Subjet. 
Presbyters in Scripture-times, nor Bilhops that had more 
than one ſtated Allembly and Altar, which others are 
againſr, 

9. They agree not of the ſenſe: of the words [ Presby- 
ter and Biſhops} in the Scripture. 

10. Some of them reproach the Reformation of other 
Churches, as the Papiſts do, as the etfe&t of fury and re- 
bellion 3 and ſeek to render 1t od1ous as a crime. 

11. Yea and theReformation of Ezgland by K. H.8. 
as the product of his filthy luſt and cruelty : And reckon 
the death of K. Edw. 6. for a mercy. Inſomuch, that out 
of Dr. Hezliz, and ſome others, a Papilt hath gathered 
in terminis, the molt odious delcription of our Reforma- 
tion, called Hiſtorical Colſedions. 

12. They diſagree about the points called Arminian. 
Whitgift the Mawl of the Nonconformiſts, with others, 
drawing up the high Lambeth-Articles for abſolute Re- 
probation, &c. and others, with Lad, as hot againſt 
them. 

13. Theſe cenſure K. James for being againſt Arminia- 
2i/m, and ſending men to that end to the Synod of Dort, 
though they were all moderating-men. 

14. Though we had there fix excellent Divines, ſome 
think we are not obliged by that Synod, and ſome that 
we are (when we had not ſo many in moſt General 
Councils ). 

15. Thoſe that followed Land, being few, durlt not 
:ong commit their, Cauſe to a Convocation : And Heylin 
iclls us, that the Convocations of Exgland and Ireland 

were 


— 
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were againſt them: and the'Convocations are called The Re- 


preſentative-C hurch. 
; 16. Theſe divided from the reſt, ſtrove who ſhould prevail 


in Power: A. B, Grindal/ firſt, and A, B. Abbot next being caſt 


out, and-both reproached by Dr. Heyzlin ( Land's Pen-man) 
3 the Heads of one Party in England, and B. Offer in Ireland - 
and Biſhop Land 1s praiſed as the Leader of the other fide, Re- 
forming rhe ſpoiled Reformation, which the Univerſitics and 
Biſhops had ſpoiled by Calviniſm. 

17. Theſe two Parties differed in their Zeal againſt the Non« 
conformiſts : Grinda//being for Love and Lenity, and Lefture- 
Exerciſes to breed up Preachers, and Abbot by Heylin made a 
Miſchief to the Church for being popular : but Land's Party 
being for more ſeverity againſt them, which was exerciſed 


| xcordingly. 


12. Theſe two Parties alſo differed in their way and cefigns 
towards the Papiſts. A. B. G. Abbot, B. Rob. Abbot, Hall and 
others ſuſpefting Land as Popiſh, and being themſelves againſt 
Toleration of Popery : But B. Land (fatth Dr. Heyliz ) at- 
tempting by alcerations and abatements, and reconciling means 
to open our Church-door ſo wide, that we might again all joyn 
together, as in the beginning of Queen Elizabetts Reign. 

t9. Theſe two Partiesdittered about Prerogative,Laws and 
Property 5 A. B. Abbot writeth, that he was cat down for de- 
nying to Licenſe Szbtkrop's Book for the Kings Power to raiſe 
money, and the peoples obligation to pay it. And his Narra- 
tive (which you may read in Rx{hworth) intimateth that B. 
Land was the chief means of this Impoſition on him, to-Licenſe 
Sybthrop's Book, and fo of his Sufferings : The two greateſt 
Writers for Prelacy and Conformity are Biſhop Bilſon and 
Hooker (to the reading of whom B. Morley referred me for 
1nitruction, when he forbid me Preaching in Worceſter Dioceſs, 
:1d) whom we are uſually challenged to anſwer. Biſhop Bil- 
ſox faith (Chrif. Subject, pag. 520. [© If a Prince ſhould po 

C * about. 
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© about to ſubject hisKingdom to a Forreign Realm, or change 
« the form of the Common Wealth from Impery to Tyranny, 
© or negle&the Laws eſtabliſhed by common conſent of Prince 
< and People, to execute his own pleaſure; In theſe and 
* other ſuch caſes which might be named, if the Nobles and 


© Commons joyn together to defend their ancient and accy- 


&« ſtomed Liberty, Regiment and Laws, they may not well be 
« counted Rebels.] See more pag. 381, 382. Grotias de jure 
& Bellji goeth much farther. * Ri. Hooker faith { That it 1sno 
<« better than Tyranny for any Prince or Potentate of what 
&« kind ſoever to exerciſe Law-making of himſelf, and not - 
< ther by expreſs Commiſhon received immediately and per- 
& ſonally from God, or clſe by authority derived at firſt from 
< their conſent, upon whoſe perſons they 1mpoſe it, Erel. Pol 
&« /.1. $.10. p. 21. And that in Kingdoms of this quality (a; 
< ours) the Higheft Governour hath indeed univerſal Domi. 


<« nion, but with dependancy on that whole entire body over 


< the ſeveral parts whereof he hath dominion : So that it 
<« ſtandeth for an axiom in this caſe, The King is Singulis Ms 
< ;or, univerſis Minor, Lib. 8. p. 193. and p. 194. [ Neither 
< can any man with Reaſon think, but that the firſt inſtitution 
< of Kings (a ſufficient conſideration, wherefore their power 
<« ſhouldalwaysdepend on that from which it did always flow) 
<« by original influence of power fromthe body into the King, 
< 3s the cauſe of Kings dependency in power on the bod) : 
* By dependancy we mean Subordination and Subjection.] 
* The Axioms of our Regal Government are theſe : Lex furt 
* Regem— Rex nihil poteſt niſt quod jure poteſt—Pag, 218,221, 
« 223,224. Againſt all equity it were that a man ſhould ſuffer 
« detriment at the hands of men for not obſerving that which 
< he never did cither by himſelf or others mediately or imme- 
< diately agree to—What Power the King hath, he hath it by 
* Law; the bounds and limits of it are known. The entire 


* Community giveth order, &c. as for them that exercile 
6c 
power 


it. 
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« nower altogether againſt order, though the kind of power 
*which they have may be of God, yer 15 their excrciſe there- 
« of againſt God, and therefore not of God, otherwile than by 
«ermiſſion, as all injuſtice is. Page 224. Uſurpers of Power, 
«(whereby we do not mean them that by violcnce have aſpi- 
*red to places of higheſt authority, but them that uſe more 
© authority than ever they did receive in form and manner 
* above-mentioned) ſuch Ulurpers thereof as in the exerciſe 
% of their power, do more than they have been authorized to 
© do, cannot in conſcience bind any to obedience}: Thus 
& Hooker. | 

« Holingſhead (a Miniſter) maketh Parliaments ſo mighty, 
*2x to take down the greate(t Kings. | 

« Biſhop Jewel defendeth the defenſive arms of the French 


| *Proteſtants, as Bilſon and others do. 


On the other ſide ſome held, that [it 7s unlawful on any pre- 


| tence whatſoever to take Arms again the King, or any Commiſ- 
a 


funed by hint in purſuance of that Canmeiſſion. ] And thus the 
Clergy were then divided about ſuch things, which progno- 
ſticated much that followed. #1, 

20. The Laity, Lords and Commons were divided after 
theſe two Parties : And the Parliaments {till adhered to the 
(then) major part againſt Layd's Party, and inſiſted on Grie- 
vances, viz. 1. Increaſe and favour of Popery. 2. Arminia- 
niſm. 3. About their Property and Liberty, Taxing and Im- 
piſoning, cc. as Ryſhworth and Heylin ſhew at large of di- 
vers Parliaments. 

21. By this unhappy breach Parliaments (till harping or 
the ſame, and the King diſſolving them, and Abbot,and Richard 
Hooker, and the moſt being for the one ſide, and Biſhop L::d, 
Neale, Howſorr, Corbet, Buckeridge and Montague for the other ; 
the Court and Parliaments came to the unhappy jealouſics and 
iſtruſts, which at laſt broke out into a miſerable War. In 
which the A. B. of Canterbury (Laxd) was on one fide, and was 

C 2 put 


44 | 


put to death (the Hiſtory and Articles are known ) and the 
other A. B. (Williams of York, ) was on the other lide, and 
became a Commander in North-Wales for the Parliament; and 
their Clergy were accordingly divided :. one part of the Con- 
formiſts adhering to the King, and the other to the Parliament; 
many of which made up the Weſtminſter-Synod. 

22. This War thus begun between. the two Parties of the 
Epiſcopal Laity and Clergy (in England), after drew in the 
Scots to help the Parliament, and many Papilts to help the 
King, neither of them being the firſt Parties, but Auxthari, 

though in Scetland and Ireland it was otherwiſe begun). 

23. Theſe Auxiliaries of the Parliament would not help 
them, but on the terms of the Covenant, and ſo Church-altera; 
tions came on ;.and the Parliament thought tt was better have | 
no Biſhops, than ſuch as did prevail againſt them. | 

24.. Whea Wars and Miſery had tired both fides, and made 
them long for- reconciliation, and this endeavour had called 
home the King, and many Biſhops and Doctors had promiſed 
to be for Concord upon neceſlary healing-terms, and theLords, 
Knights and Gentlemen had printed many Proteſtations for 
Peace, and againſt Revenge 3 and the King had Commiſſioned 
us to treat with the Bilhops for Concord, and told us, They 
fhauld mect -us, if we would come as near as we could tothemz 
When the Kings Declaration (eemed to have almoſt healedus 
the Commiſſioned Biſltops ſtood to it, that mo abatements 
Tere neceſſary 3 and though we forctold them the impoſiibil 
ty of Common concord, without abating ſome things which 
did them no go2d, but harm, and the advantage which Schilm, 
Gontention and Popery. would unavoidably get, which they 
might ealily,and cheaply prevent z..we pleaded, we beg by 
a-long Petition; but all in vain : nothing would move them, 
but when we only fopctold them of the Diviſions thut mult 
accds fulow, when Thouſands were forced agaiaſt their Con- 
$iences, they.took it as if we threatned Seditian,.and turned 
17 our 
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arPetitions and Arguments for the common peace and con- 
ard (as if it had been a crime) againſt both it and us. 
25. And the Convocation caſt away the Kings Declaration, 


» [n{drew up the changes in the Liturgy, which added to our 


arden, and drew the Parliament to confirm it all ; and in 
he Act of Uniformity much more unpraCticable by us, 1s 1m- 


: {roſed, which made our breach what ſince it is. 


26, No man now mult be 1n Truft and Office in any (ty or 
(poration, who will not declare, that [ there is no obligation 
" bu, cr- any other perſon ſrom the Covenant | not excepting, 
ugainſt Popery, Sckiſm or Propkaneneſs ], though he would con- 
kit unlawfully impoſed and taken, and renounce all obliga- 


* |1jon to rcbellion, or any evil. 


27, No adult perſon or Infant muſt be admitted to Chri- 
kndom by baptiſm, without the tranſient Image of a Croſs, 
$82 dedicating, engaging Covenanting-lign and ſymbol, or 
badg of Chriſtianity. 

28. No Infant muſt be Chriſtened, without Godfathers, 
who are his Covenant-(uretics, and undertake his pious edu- 
ation, though the Parents can get none that will ſeriouſly 
tell them they intend to perform 1t : The Parents being not 
allowed to ſpeak one offering or Covenanting-word ; nor - 
nuſt be urged to be preſent. 

23- No perſon muſt be admitteJ to Sacramental Commu» 
mon, who thinketh it a (in to receive it kneeling, leſt it ſhould 
t keming compliance with Popiſh adoration. 

30. No perſons muſt be admitted toCommunion, who have 
not Confirmation by Epiſcopal Impoſiti6n of hands, or are de- 
lirvus of it ; though they fear it is made a Popiſh Sacrament, 
by the addition [por whom, after t:.c example of the holy Apo 
files, we have now laid our hands, to certifie them. BY THIS - 
SION of thy favour and gracious goodneſs towards them.) 

31. Though they will not tell us what the Church of Ex- 
glard is, that is, [ts Eſentiating form and Head, Lay or Clerey, - 
vet. . 
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yet every than muſt be 7p/o faFo, excommunicate who ſaith, 
It is not an Apoſtolical Church as eſtabliſhed by Law. -*[Car 
- 32. Every one is excommunicate ipſo feo, who ſaith, that 5 
[the form of Worſhip eftabliſhed by Law, contained in the Book nth 

Common-prayer, is corrupt, or unlawful, or containeth pr 
THING #7 it that is repugnant to the Scriptures. 
33. All are excommunicate ipſo faFo, who ſav, 1 kat any if is 
the 39 Articles are in any part, ſuch as he may not with a gord all 
conſcience ſubſcribe to; though it be but that of the Churches |, ? 
power to impoſe Ceremonies : And yet divers Conformiſts are Goa 
againſt the Doctrine about Free-well, Heathens damnation,Gc, ” 
34. All are ipſo fafto excommunicate, who ſay that [ the Rites , 
and (ceremonies of th: Church of England are ſuperſtitions, or ſuch |* 
as godly men may not with a good conſcience approve, nſe, and on \ 4 


occaſion ſubſeribe.] See Can. 3, 4, 5,6. So that not only Mini- | 


ſters, but all men and women that differ but of the Lawful- "ne 
neſs of any one of their Ceremonies, and fay fo, are excomm- ar 
nicate alrcady ipſo fatto. _ 

35. All are ipſo faffo excommunicate that ſay, that the Go ; 
vernment of the Church of England under his Majeſty, by Arch- wy 
biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Archdeacons, and THE REST that bear | * 
Office in the ſame, is repugnant to the word of God.) So that if ya 
one were for Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Prieſts, and Deacons, |, 


and thought but Deans or Archdeacons unſcriptural and ſinful, 
heis excommunicate; yea or Lay-Chancellours decretive power be 
of the Keys 3 for [the reſt that bear Office] muſt needs include 
them : And yet many Biſhops themſelves are againſt them. wo 
36. All are excommunicate ipſo fa&o, who ſay that the {an Mr 

and manner of mahirg and (Conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſss or Dea- 
cons, hath any thing repugnant to the word of God, C.8. 
37. They are to be excommunicate that ſay, Miniſters re | + 
fuling to ſubſcribe, may truly take the name of another Church nt 
eftabliſhed by Law, &c. And yet the Church of Rome is ſaid to 
be a true, though fuult; Church, by many; and a faulty Church 
may 
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nay be a Church : And (they ſay that) the Dutchand French 

Charches here, ſtand but by the Act of King and Council. 
28. All are to be excommunicated that fay, that there are 

vithin this Realm other Congregations of the Kings born Sub- 


jefs, than ſuch as are allowed by Law, who may rightly take the 


ne of true and lawful Churches.) E. g. If Glouceſter, that had 
z Papiſt Biſhop, Goodman, had choſcn themſelves a Biſhop, and 
alled themfelves a true Church, &*c. 

39. They Command all to keep the Lords day, and other 
Haly-days, accordsng to Gods holy Will in hearing the Word of 
Grd read and taught, in private and publick prayer}, and yet 


'[fpended and ruined many Conformable Miniſters for not 


rading a book for dancing and playing on that day. 
40. And where many thouſands in a Pariſh cannot come 
within their Church-doors, nor have any Conformiſt elſe- 


' |vbere in the Pariſh to-teach them, they forbid them on great 


renaſties to hear Nonconformiſts z and call them Separatiſts 


' /adSchiſmaticks, unleſs they forbear like Savages all publick 


laming and Worſhip of God, rather than hear and joyn 
mth Nonconformilts. 

41. Yet they Swear the Church-Wardens to preſent allthat 
come not to Church, and puniſh them for not coming, when 
ome Pariſhes have 4000c, ſome 30000, ſome 10000 that can 
kaveno room, and the Church- Wardens cannot know them. 

42. Yet if they go to other Pariſhes oft for Communion, 
ley muſt not be admitted, but forbidden and: ſent home. . 

43. No Miniſter in regard of Preaching, or any other rc- 
pet may diminiſh Orders, Rites, Ceremonies or Prayers, nor 
ad any thing in the matter or form, C. 14. 

44. Though many, melancholy perſons dare not communi- 
ae in the Sacrament, and many other are ſecretly conſcious 
& Atheiſm, Infidelity, or wickedneſs, they muſt bc compelled 
'0 receive thrice a year. 

45. The Miniſter 1s to be ſuſpended who giveth the Sacra- 
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+ ment to any that kneel not, or that ſpeak againſt the bock 
- of Common-prayer, Ceremonies, Ec. 

46. No one may be made a Miniſter, or permitted to ex- 
erciſe that Office, who will not ſubſcribe, that the book of 
Common-prayer and Ordination containeth init nothing con- 
trary to the wortl of God, and that he will uſe that form amd n 
other. And that will not declare publickly in the Church his 
[unſeigned Aſſent and (onſent to All and every thing contained 
and preſcribed in and by that book, 

47. He mult be caſt out and fflenced that doth not Aſent 
that [It 7s certain by Gods Word, that children which are baj- 
tized, dying before they commit aual ſin, are nndoubtedly ſaved; 
not excepting thoſe whoſe Parents are Jews, Infidels, Heathens, 
or Atheiſts, and whoſe Godfathers are Atheiſts, Hobbiſts or 
Impious. | 

-48. They mult Aſert, Cnſert to, and PraGice, ſigning Ir 
fants at Baptiſm with the (roſs, to dedicate them by that badg 
to his ſervice, whoſe benefits beſtowed on them in baptiſm, tht 
name of the Croſs doth repreſent, in token that he ſhall not bt 
aſhamed to profeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfully t 
freht under his banner, &c. which (cemeth to us to be thus made 
a-Sacrament. | 

49. They muſt deny to Chriſten all that refuſe this. 

50. They muſt conſent to deny baptiſm to all that have 
not ſuch undertaking Godfathers, as aforeſaid, though theP# 
rents would enter them into the Covenant, who are forbid- 
den to be Godfathers, or ſpeak a Covenanting-word, 

51. They mult profeſs Conſent to deny the Sacrament to 
all that dare not take it kneeling : I ſpeak all this as impoſed 
on Miniſters, and before as on the people. 

52. They mult profeſs, conſent and praftice to pronounce 
all that they bury to be taken to God in mercy, where we hope 
to come,8&c. (except only the excommunicate, unbaptized and 
(clf-murderers) were they Atheilts or profane. 

53+ They 
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$3. They muſt declare Afſent to a falſe rule for finding 
Exfter-day, and conſent to keep two Eaſters often, yea though 
it be confeſſed falſe. 

54. They muſt conſent to red [the fr/# Leſſor) out of To- 
lit, Judith, Bel and the Dragon, and other Apocryphal-books 
for moſt of two months, 

55. None mult be ſuffered to Preach, that will not ſubſcrive 

at it is not lawful on any pret.nce what(-171ey to take Arms as 
hinſt thoſe that are Commiſuonated by ihe Ang} while we un» 

and not, whether the Law be not above his Commiſſion, 
ind in ſome caſes allow not the Sheriff to reſiſt it, and whe- 
ther that be his Commiſſion which is contrary to Law, if it 
hive his Seal 3 and ſo the keeper of the Seal may Commiſſion 
met to ſeize on His ſtrength and treaſure, and to let in an ene- 
toy, or confequently depoſe the King : No words can more 
aclude exceptions, than the excluſion of { any pretence what- 
vever, 
, 56. None muſt preach that ſubſcribeth not, that [There 
heth 0 obligation from the Oath, celled the Covenant, on him or 
ANY OT: HER perſon to endeavour any change or — 
Clerch-Government : Though many Hundred thouſands t 
that Oath, whom we know not, nor their ſenſe 3; and many 
Parliament-men that impoſed it : And fo all Reformation of 
Church-Government is made unlawful and impoſflible, 
though vowed. 

57. This Church-Government by Decretive Excommuni- 
cation and Abſolution is exerciſed by Lay-Chancellors; and all 
muſt ſubſcribe againſt all endeavours,though vowed to amend 
it, though ſome Biſhops confeſs it to be evil. 

53. ThePariſhes, as is aforeſaid, are made by many no true 
Churches, but parts of the loweſt Church : And Pariſh-diſci- 
pline is excluded : The Prieſt hath no Power of the exterior 
Keys, but to execute the decrees of the Biſhop or Chancellor. 

59. Some Dioceſles have above 1coo Parithes, ſome many 
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hundreds; by which Chriſts true Diſcipline deſcribed, My, | 


18.15. 1 Cor.s.1. 1 Theſ.5.12,13. Feb.13. 7,24. 1Tim. 5-25, 
26. Tit. 3.10, &c. is as impoſſible as for one Schoolmaſter to 
be the ſole Governour of many ſcore or hundreds of Schools, 
having Teachers only under him.. And none that Vow it 
may endeavour to mend this, and render true Church-diſci- 


60. The Souls of men have great need of Paſtors near them, 
and able to reſolve their Caſes of Conſcience, and comfort 
them and help them in manifold ſtraits : And many Pariſhe 
are ſo great, that the Prieſts cannot do ſuch Offices for one of 
many hundred : nor do they do itz nor know the people: 
And other Pariſhes (too many) have Prieſts that are raw un- 
$kilful men, utterly unfit for ſuch Paſtoral helps : And the 
Biſhop is far off, and muſt have hundreds with Nin at Once, | 
ſhould he do that work : ſothat it is moſtly undone. Andyet 
thoſe are puniſhed that chuſe Paſtors to do it in ſuch need, 

61. If a Pariſh have a Prieſt ſodrunken, that his own fami- 
ly can ſcarce live with him; or ſo inſufficient, that he never 
preacheth, becauſe he cannot, or will not, and the people ſcru 
ple encouraging ſuch a one in his ill undertaking of the Minis 
ſtry, and dare not take him for their Paſtoral Guide, they are | 
forbidden to go from-him, .and to communicate in the next 
Pariſh ; and the Miniſter that recciveth them, or: baptizeth 
their Children, though conformable, is ſuſpended, C. 57. 

62. No Miniſter muſt Preach in a private. houſe, fave in 
times of neceſlity, through ſickneſs ;- nor may they on any 
cccaſion of fickneſs, or the like, keep any Faſlts in their Chur- 
ches, or in any private houſe, nor be preſent at them, which 
are not appointed by Authority, C.61,62. Nor may they hold 
mectings for Sermons or Exerciſes. 

63. Ordination enablcth no man to preach without far- 
ther licenſe. 


£4. They Excommunicate all Miniſters that voluntarily 
re- 
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relinquiſh their callings, and uſe themſelves as Lay-men. And 
yet thouſands muſt do both, if the Biſhops lence them. 

65 He that preacheth to more than four, not of his fami- 
ly, if he conform not, muſt be fined 40 /. a Sermon (and he 
that owneth the ground 201.) and the Preacher Impriſoned 


* | Sx months in the Common Jayl: and the Hearers fined. And 


if he ſwears not never to endeavour any alteration (or amend- 
nent) of their Government, he muſt be banithed Five miles 
from Cities, Corporations, and all places where he Jatcly 
preached ; of lie Six months in Jayl if he come nearer; though 
the Law ſay that the Pariſh muſt keep him mn his want, 

66. The Pariſh-Pricſt muſt publiſh Excommunications, 
though againſt his conſcience, againſt godly men for not Con- 


} forming, &c. while thouſands that never come to Church or 


Yacraments, and Swearers and Atheiſts, Hobbiſts and wicked 
nenare members of their Church, trom year to year continued. 

67. The Canon 139 excommunicateth all that ſay, that 
the Synod of this Nation, in the name of Chriſt,and by the Kings 
atbority aſſembled, is not the true Church of England by repre- 
ſentation. By which they ſeem to make the King no- part of 
the Church, nor any of the Laity, or clſe that they repre- 
knt King and Laity : and they intimate that all the Clergy is 
the Church-real, and the Synod the Repreſentative. 

68. They brought in new Canons, and the ct cetera Oath 
0 1640, without the Parliament, which were condemned. * 

69. From the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, till now, they 
ave proſecuted and filenced Proteſtants that dur(t not con- 
form: even their fellow Exiles in Queen Maries days were 
llenced, and multitudes after in King James's days, and even 
Conformiſts ſuſpended about the Dancing-book, and troubled 
adout Altars, Bowing, Afternoon-Sermons and Le&tures, which 
vere forbidden 3 and about 2000 ejefted and filenced at once 
1662: And multitudes of Families driven to Holand +1:d News- 
Eyland, Though we ofier them our Oaths,that we will &!adly 
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conform, if by any ſtady we can but ſee that it willnot involye 
us in the guilt of Lying, owing the Perjury of maltitudes un- 
known to ws, corrupting the Church and Gods Worſhip, Covenant. 
ing deliberately againſt needful Reformation 4 the (burch-Govern- 
ment by Lay Chancellours and uncapable Dioceſars, and many 
other crimes, with dreadful aggravations recited in our fir(t 
Plea for Peace. 

7c. They ſeparate from us and our: Congregations as un» 
lawful tobe joyned with. 

71. Though it was the judgment of the ancient Churche, 
expreſt in many Canons, that he was 0 Biſhop that had not 
the peoples eleCtion or conſent, they make it Schiſm not to 
obey ſuch, and allow the people no ſuch power: 

72. They ſuppoſe that God hath entruſted the King to 
chuſe for alt his Subje&s whom they ſhall commit the condu& 
of their Souls to as their Paſtors and Biſhops ; though he be 
not truſted to chuſe our Phyſicians, our Wives, our Dyet, 6c. 
And fo they would make the King anſwerable for allill-choſen 
Paſtors. And if a Papiſt, Heretick, or a hater of Paſtoral hol 
neſs ſhould ever-beKing,in how ſad a caſe are the peoples ſouk, 

73. Yea, they hold that Patrons, be they never fo ignorant 
or «godly, muſt chuſe all that ſhall have the Parochial truſt 
of Souls (As to the poſſeſhion of Temples and Tythes, we 
yield it)s they ſay, The people muſt have no other;than what 
the Patrons chufe and impoſe on them. 

74. Excommumication of Diſſenters feemeth little to them, 
but they by the. writ de Excommunicato Capiendo, lay them.in 
Jayl till death, unleſs they change their Judgment, which it is 
not in their power to do. 

75. Though we pubhfh our abhorrence of all DoQrines0f 
Reb:llion, and diſown even ſo much popularity, as their 
Richard Hooker, and moſt Politicks own, many of them: go on 
to charge Nonconformiſts with ſuſpicions of Rebellion,and to 
provoke.the King againſi them, as difloyal. 

by 76, They 
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76, They print and preach to provoke Magiſtrates to exe-- 
tethe forelaid ſevere Laws, to tilence and ruine them, and 
jon? them for not doing it. 

77. They ſtir up the people to take them for intollerable 
fditious Schiſmaticks, to the deſtruction of Chriſtian Love, 
ad cauſing men to hate each other. 

18. By theſe means families are diſtracted ; Husbands againſt 
Fives, Parents againſt Children; ſome caſting them out, if 
they do but hear a Nonconformiſt Preacher, while ſenſuality 
| arrupteth youth, and needeth more reſtraint. 

79. When the Kings Clemency Licenſed our Meetings, 
| they grudged at it, and neverthel(s ſeparated from us, though 
they deſcribe Separation to be Meetings held againſt autho- 
ny ; and thereby ſhewed that it is ſomewhat elſe than the 
lng authority that they contend for, and ſomething more 
tan our want of Licenſe which cauſeth their fervent oppo- 


$0. Though we beg of them 1n vain to prevent the Papiſts 
dvantage by our diviſions 3 and though they ſeem reſolved to 
kt Popery it ſelf come 1n, rather than either reſtore us or to- 
erate us, and abate what we count fin, and they call Indiffer- 
mit; yet do they perfwade people that we are bringing in Po- 
pry, if we obey not all their Impolitions ; and talk as if either 
to Diſſenters were tollerable (when all men differ, and they 
anong themſelves in as great matters as from.us) or All were 
tolerable : both which are abominable : And as if he that were 
willing to be deſtroyed by Prelatiſts, were mtroducing Po- 


tanged by a Prelatiſt, who were more to be ſuſpeted of Po- 
pery, He that made that choice, or he that put w upon him. 


by Dr. Hezliz 3 ſome chicf Doctors profeſs that they would 


tine did divide, and grant wi;at the Greeks grant 3 not Jenyirg 


pery; Should a man chuſe rather to be faved by a Papiſt, than - 


81. Bclides the reconciling treaty with the Papilts,aflerted 
tave the Church in the ſame (tate. as when the Creeks and La-- 


the. 
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the Pope to be Principinm wnitatis, ard pleading for Gretias 
as a Protcſtant of our Churches mind, who was for the Coun. 
cil of Trezt,and all the reſt; deſiring no more for our Concord 
with the Church of Rome, but that as by the Miſtris Church 
they may rale by the Canons, and not abſolutely, ſecuring the 
Rights of Kings and Biſhops, and reforming Scholaſtick curio- 
ſitics, and the Clergics lives. 

82, Under all the new Impoſitions, we were never allowed 
to ſpeak for our ſelves, nor durſt once Petition the Parliament 
that cj-ted us, or any ſince, for-relief or audicnce, leſt ſuch 
boldneſs (hould more incenſe our afflifters. 

33. There is no ſurer way to deſtroy their own Church- 
pomp and grandure, and root out Epiſcopacy more than we 
deſire, than to uſe it for Satan againſt faithful Miniſters, and 
apainſt the Souls of men, and againſt the honour and inn 
of Princes, and againſt the property and liberty of Subjetts, 
even againſt God and man, and fo to make it odious to man- 
kind, by making it intollerable : Till they that cannot tolerate 
a differing-word do weary the world by their intolerable 
pride, and caſt down themſelves, and then blame others, 

84. To this day, while they accuſe thoſe of Schiſm that 
darenot ſubſcribe, declare, ſwcar, and do the things aforeſaid, 
and plead againſt the enduring of them, to preach or ſolemn- 
ly worſhip God, they diſagree in Doctrines, and many great 
matrcrs among themſelves, and take not themſelves for Schif- 
maticks : Of which ſee our 24 Plea, pag. 158, 159. | 

&5. Some of them are for Original ſin, according to the 
ſubſcribed Articles : Biſhop Jer. Taylor and others were againlt 
It : and Piſhop IFarzer hath writ againſt him. 

36. Some of them preach for the Imputation of Chrilts 
Righteouſneſs: Mr. Thornlike, Mr. Sherlock and othersdiffer; 
anc many of them ſharply accule and preach againſt cach other 
t:ercabout x yea with high accuſations, as heretical. 

67. Some ofthem preach up Gods Eternal Decrees + Ele- 
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tion and DereleCtion; or Reprobation, in thar ſort, as others 
ofthem preach againſt as blaſphemy againſt God, and deltru- 
tre to the picty and peace of man. 

88. Some of them preach for univerſal Redemption as a ne- 
zſacy point of faith, which others cry down as Arminianiſm. 

89. Some of them make Juſtifying-faith te contain Obedi- 
ce, and others cry it down as Popery and Socinianiſne. 

90. Some of them ſay that God hath given to all men ſuffi- 
cent grace to ſalvation (yea ſay ſome, and efficient), which 
ahers call Ar#2inianiſn. 

91, Some of them ſay that it is Gods Grace that maketh 
te faithful to differ from others, and others ſay it is their 
on Wills : And about the parts of Grace and Free-will they 
neach and write againſt each other. 

92. Some of them preach that all the juſtified perſevere. 
lad others preach it down as a dangerous errour. I have try- 
[to reconcile all theſe, but they go on. 

94. Some of them are only for Bidding prayer in the Pulpit, 
pol other were forbidden by the Canon (as Heylin): others 
lieprayer there. 

94. Some there pray in their own words, and ſome only in 
&words of the Liturgy : ſome uſe the ſame words, and others 
uy them, 

95. Their Cathedral Worſhip much differeth from the Pa- 
whial, and Come Churches uſe Organs, and others have none, 
96, One writeth for the Religious ule of Lext (as Biſhop 


- [wirg), others as Biſhop T.uylor (and Dr. More), &c. are a- 


xnſt theie principles and uſe : yea and againſt many othee 
kings of Church-Government and ſigniticant Cercmonies 
Mich the other party hold. Sec Tuylorcited 2d Plea for Peace. 
97, Some of them are for the Divine right of the Lords 
by, and the Morality of the fourth Commandment : which 
jlix and many others vehemently deny. 

98. One is for Altars, and Rails, and others-againſt them, 
a others for indifterency. 99, In 


wh 
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-99. In pteaching they uſe very different Methods : Ai | - 


' ſome Churches of them begin to uſe new Verſtons of the ſing, 
19mg Pſalms. | | 
100. Some following Gretins de Fure Bel; : and Dr. Ty. 
lors DuGor Diubitantium are 'for uſeful lying, which injurah | 
-not others (and therefore no doubt for doubtful Confor- 
-mity _). Bur others are againſt it. 
Ion. But they no-where more differ, than in their Confors 
-mity it {elf, otie taking the words-in one ſenſe, and anotherin 
another; ſo that their Conformity 1s not the ſame thing,though 
the Letters and ſound of woice be the ſame. One by Fig Aﬀent 
and Conſent to all things inthe three books meaneth plainly; and 
another meaneth, but that he may and will »ſe ſo auch as crv- 
cerneth him : One by [Not "ofſring by Arms aty Commiſſivned 
by the King) meaneth as he ſpeaketh. Another limiteth it to 
{ Lawfwlly Commiſſioned); One by [o# any pretence whatſoeve) | 
meaneth as he faith : Another excepteth as Bilſo# aforeſaid, 
and ſuch caſes as King Johns, who gave up his Kingdom tothe 
Pope, and would have done to the Morocco- Mahometan; and 
many other ſuch inſtances(as Killing the Parliaments,City,Ge.) 
One that ſubſcribeth never to endeavour any Alteration of 
Church-Government, meaneth as he ſpeaketh : Another ex- 
cepteth Lay-Chancellours uſe of the Keys, Deans and Chap- 
ters, Archdeacons, e&c. if the King would change thetn. One 
by | any endeavour]meaneth as he ſaith : Another meanethonly 
[unlawful endeavour}, one by [ nothing contrary to Gods word] 
in Car. 36. meaneth plainly : Another meaneth { othing which 
maketh Communion unlawful] : One taketh all the impoſed} 
ſubſcriptions to be but a promiſe of ſubmiſſion and peace, 
which others abhor, and are for the Truth of all that they 
ſubſcribe aſlent to. In a word, ſome are for the common Rule 


of taking all the words in the nſual ſenſe, except the Impoſer| | 


declare a different ſenſe : And others are for neceſſary ſuppo- 


ling, that the Impoſers meant well, whatever they aid, = 
k - 
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-therefore our Charity and honouring them binderh us to put 


no ſenſe on their words which is contrary to Gods Law, the 
Law of the Land, or Common Right ; and ſuppoling them 
true and good, whatever they are, who can doubt but they 
may be ſworn or ſubſcribed. 

102. Dr. Hammond and his party thought that it doth not 
appear that there were any \ubje& Presbyters in Scripture- 
times, and ſo that every fingle Congregation had a Biſhop 

reſent in worſhipping God. But Dr. Sti{/ingfleet ſaith p. 269. 
While the Apoſtles lived, it is probable there were no fixed Biſhops, 
br but few. And (o the world had but 12 or 13 indefinite Bt- 
ſhops, who are not proved to have any peculiar determinate 
Dioceſlcs. | 
' 103. Mr. Dodwell, and I think moſt of them, take the Church 
of England tobe a Political ſociety, and many think we over- 
throw Church and Order, if we deny Churches to be formed 
by a Conſtitutive Government. But Dr. Stillingfieet not:only 
boldeth that the Church of Ergland is but the Paſtors -and 
people conſenting by Parliaments to live under the ſame Laws 
about Religion, without any Conſtitutive Church-Head (one 
or many); but alſoperemptorily concludeth, that to maintain 
luch a Conſtitutive Supreme Church-power will neceſlarily 
infer Popery 3 and fo maketh all the Conformiſts neceſlarily 
to lead in Popery, who are for-ſuch Political Churches, and 
Conſtitutive Governours. 

104. Mr. Chery faith, That to make Churches by Cove- 
nants, confederacies or conſent, befides baptiſm, is to be guilty 
of blaſphemy, impiety, irreligiouſneſs, infidelity 5 and one 
{hould rather die than yicld to it. But Dr. Stil/ingfleet faith 
the Church of England is one Church, made by ſuch conſent. 

But ſuch Schiſms among themſelves are too many to be 
here numbered. And no wonder when they differ ſo much as 
they do with their own Sentiments, in one and the ſame 
book faying and unſay ing, as the argument in hand requireth. 

F | 
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E. g. Dr. Stillingflect thinketh that the ſeven Churches of” 


Aſia, being Metropolitan, prove Dioceſan or Mctropolitan- 
Biſhops, then in. being : And yet, that while the Apoſtles 


lived, it's probable there were no. fixed Biſhops, or but few, * 


And ſo either ſeven Apoſtles were the Angels of the ſeven 
Churches of Aſa, reproved ſo much for their (in and back- 
(liding, or the Angels fignified not the Biſhops. 

While we are all Schiſmaticks for diſobeying, ſay ſome, 
and holding Nonconforming Aſſemblies, fay others, from the- 
Church of England; yet this Church is no proper Polnical 
Church, and hath no Conſtitutive chief Government, ſaith 
Dr. Sz. and therefore hath no authority to make Canons to 
command us. 

He no lefs than threatneth us with damnation (not in the 
retrafted Irenicum, but in his late book againſt Pepiſh Idolas 
try) if we chuſe not the pureſt Church : and the Papiſt grants 
eth it, and faith as he 3 And yet it 1s the ſubſtance of his 
wnreaſonable books to prove us Schiſmaticks, if we depart 
from their Church, or ſo much as preach- to other Afſleme 
blies, on the account of: purer worſhip, and greater edifice- 
tion, &c. And he had the wit to paſs by this citation in the 
Epiſtle of a-book againft- him. 

As for Me. Chery, and divers other ſuch, another book 

neth their Contradictions. 

They often tel] us of the Nullity of the Miniſtry, or Power 
which is not reccived from Epifcopal Superiors z Eſpecially 
Biſhop Guzzing-and Mr. Dodwel/, hence draw diſmal degrs 


ding and unchurching Conſe quences. And yet thus they | 


condemn both the Erghſh, and Roman, and Univerſal Church. 
If Church-power- be given by Inferiors, the Independents 
are not to be confuted : If from equals, as Generation 1s, 2 
men generate men, and Phyſicians make Phyſicians, ©: 
then Presbyters may. make Presbyters. If it mn(t be by Supe- 
mor Power, then who maketh Archbiſhops in Gags or 
oper 
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(97) 
Popes at Rome, who have no Superiors, and ſo (by theth) 


no 2uthority > So much for the Hiſtorical Characters of the 
Canonical Conformilts. 


But after all this, we grant, that there is ſome tye and uni- 
on among them z They all own Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans 
and Chapters, Archdeacons, with an Et cetera ; the reſt as 
the Canon ſpeaketh : They alk agree to declare and ſub- 
ſcribe the words impoſed, and promiſe or Covenant accord- 
ingly, and ſwear Obedience to their Ordinaries. E. g. 


Thovgh ſuch as Mr. Ba and Dr. Tally write againſt each 


other, of Juſtification as by Faith or Works; though many 
are very much againſt the Dofrine of Mr. Thorndike, 


Mr. Parker, Mr. Sherlock, and ſuch other, yet they all ſub- 


ſcribe the ſame Articles abvut pang woo cs Free-will, Pre- 
deſtination, And I doubt not bur there are very many not 
only Learned, bat Pious men among them, who yet by 
ſtrong prejudice and paiſion, through education, converfe, 
crols intereſts, and unacquaintedneſs with Diflenters, and 
the many ſcandals that have riſen, and the* extremes 
which many have run into, are poſleſt with a conceit, that 
the ruine, impriſonment, baniſhment or ſilencing of Non- 
conformiſts, is neceſſary to the proſperity of their party, 
ealed by them The Church. 

And to do the Papiſts right, they agree to be members of 
one ({:urch, and to be tor the Dignities, Wealth and Power 
of their Clergy, and take the ſame Oaths, and are under 
the ſa:n-- C1 2ns, Ec. though they differ about the Supfe- 
macy it (vif. as between the Pope and the Prelates in- Ge- 
neral Conneils 5 and about ſwearing, forſwearing, lying, 
miltdr, depoling and killing Kings, fornication, and many 
ſuch as the Fazjenijts have opened -at large : All theſe dif- 
ferences they can bear with, -and the many different Sets of 
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Fryers, fitted to the. ſeveral. humours of men, as long a 
they are for one Common ſociety and intereſt : And doubt. 
leſs many of (tridt lives do think it a ſervice to the Church, 
and ſo to God, to kill, burn and deltroy others that are 
againſt them, as they do. . 

There is ſome one ( with what mind I know not) that 
hath written a book called The. Catholick Hierarchy, plead. 
ing like an Independent againſt humane Jmpoſetiors : But in 
a Digreſſion . ſo. diligently. labouring to prove, that the 
Dioceſans Subordination of Churches will unavoidably in- 
fer a Pope or Ugiverſal Head, that I take it to be a dange- 
rous book 5; while it ſtalleth the ſaid Dioceſans, whether im- 
prudently or fraudulently as a Prevaricator, I know not; 
he ſaith more for a Pope, without any antidote, than is or- 
dinarily, to be elſewhere found, and then molt heads are 
able to.anſwer ; though the main concluſion 1s fully con- 
futed in- my, laſt book againſt Johnſor, alias Terret, the 
Papilt.. | 
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CHAP. Il. 
The Meer Nonconformiſt, 


1I)Y the preſent Meer Nonconformiſts, we mean thoſe 

"that 1660, by the Kings Concclton made their pro- 
polals for Reformation and Concord, and as are of the Judg- 
ment then by them profeſicd. I meddle not with others un- 
known. 

2. Thcir profcſt Religion is Meer CEriſtianity, eſſentially 
contained in the Sacramental Covenant, explained 1n the 
Creed, Lords-prayer and Decalogue, and integrally in the 
ſacred Scripture. 

3. Yet as Chriſtians are accidentally called Proteſtants, be- 
cauſe they renounce Popery ; ſo we are Catholichs, as re- 
nouncing all Schiſmatical Sefts; and Nonconformiſts, becauſe 
we dare not Conform to all that is impoſed on us. 

4. We hold that all Chriſtians ſhould Love each other as 
themſclves, and do them all the good they can, and no hurt. 

5. We hold that all baptized in Infancy ſhould folemnly at . 
age renew and own that Covenant, as adult members. 

6. And that all that do ſo, not nullifying their profeſſion 
dy inconliſtent hereſie or ſin, ſhould be received in Commu- 
nion. 

7. That ſuch as renew it not, or are proved: to forſake it, 
or. heinouſly ſin againſt it, ſhould be reproved, and after 
ſufficient admonition, if impenitent, be: declared- unfit for 
Church-Communion, and accordingly avoided; | 

8. That God hath appointed that there be ſtated Aſſem- 
blicsof Chriſtians, eſpecially on the Lords-days, where he ſhall 
be worſhipped, Men inſtructed, and Communion exerciſed, 

9. That theſe Congregations ſhould have known ſtated 

Paſtors, 


( 309 
' Paſtors, to be their Teachers and Guides in worſhip and 
holy living. 

10. That theſe Paſtors by Office have the power of the 
' Church- keys, to judge whom to take in by Baptiſm, and 
. whom to admoniſh as Crimina], to reject as impenitent, and 
to abſolve and receive again as penitent in their proper 
; charge. 
I 1. That Baptiſm and the Euchariſt being a Gift of a ſealed 
; pardon, and of Chriſt, and lite, no unbelieving nor unwilling 
perſon is capable of them: Therefore none but believing Con- 
ſenters, or Volunteers and their Infants, ſhould be baptized, 
and Volunteers only admitted to the Lords-Supper. 

12. And though Magiſtrates ſhould promote the ſacred 
Work, and Rule the Churches, and keep peace and order by 


the Sword, and ſee that all have competent Teachers, and | 


hinder the intollerablez yet may they not invade the Paſtors 
office, or peoples right, nor force: men to truſt their Souls to 
the Paſtoral Care of unable or untruſty men, nor hinder 
them from chuſing better for themſelves, any more than they 
may confine them to untruſty Phyſicians, Servants or Wives, 

13. That becauſe the Paſtoral Office cannot be exerciſed 
either by, or on the unwilling; mutual coaſent is neceſlary 
to the Relation of Paſtor and Flock. 

14. That it is part of the Paſtors Office to word his own 
Sermons and Prayers : But yet it to avoid diſcord or errour 
ſome common forms be _ on, not overthrowing the 
Paſtors office, they may be fitly uſed, till by accident they do 
more hurt than good. 

I5. The Laws of Magiſtrates Circa Sacra, and the conſent 
and cuſtom'of Churches thould nut in lawful things be croſſed 
by humorous dividing Singularity. 

16. N: one Liturgy was impoled on any National Church, 
or any Patriarchate for many hundred years after the Apoltles 


days ( yea and atter Conſtantive): But every Biſhop or | 


Paſlior 
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Paſtor was the chuſer of his Words and Prattice. 


17. Chriſtians ſhould all live in Love, and walk peaceably . 


by the Divine Scripture-Rule, fo far as they have attained, 
ſo waiting for increaſe of grace. 

12.' We muſt receive the weak m the faith, and ſuch as 
differ tolerably from us, even as Chriſt recetveth us; and no 
Chriſtian ſhould be excommunicated, but for impenitency in 
fins, ſubverting faith, or holy living. 

19. Nor muſt Chriſts Miniſters be forbid to preach the 
Goſpel, becauſe of tollerable differences. 

20. And thoſe that through differences and ſcruples can» 
not comfortably worſhip God under one Paſtor, or in the 
Words or Ceremonies of one Church, ſhould have leave to 
do it in another, keeping ſound Dottrine, Love and Peace. 

21. The number and need of the people muſt determine 
whether a particular Church ſhall have one Paſtor or more. 

22, If one for Concord be Preſident to the rcſt, and the 
$:nior Paſtors be guides to the younger, we are not againſt it. 

23. Nor yet if the Magiſtrate or Churches by conſent ap- 
point ſome of the Graver to be viſitors' of many Churches, 
and to inſtru and keep the younger 1n peace. 


24. Nor will we quarrel againſt the Names of Biſhops, or | 


Archbiſhops, or their Wealth and Honour, while Faith, Wor - 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Love are prefervecd. 

25. If by a National Church, they mean either a (hriſtzar 
Kingdorr) or [ all the (hurches of a Nation as under one Prince} 
or | as aſſociated for Concord} we deny none ſuch. 

26, For we hold that all Chriſtjgas ſhould live 1n as much 
Concord as they can, and that Syn are uſeful to that end. 
27. We muſt honour our Rulers, though they attlict us. 

28, We hold that we muſt ſeparate from no Church or 
Chriſtian farther than they ſeparate from Chiiſt, though we 
muſt not ſin againſt God for communion with any. We take 
t for a great (in for any party to appropriate the Church 

only 


4.63 


 Akbas f* 
| (32) 
: only to themſclves : We own no Church but as part of the 
; Catholick (or univerſal) Church, and we hold all our Aſſem. 
blies as in union and communion with All the true Churchey 
- on earth, and put up our prayers and praiſes as in conjundtion 
with theirs, not owning their failings (or our own) but their 
duties: And we will be members of no particular Church, 
which alloweth us not occaſional Communion with others; 
but take ſuch for SeQaries. 

29. The welfare of Souls is of ſo great concernment, that 
we cannot think any Chriſtian ſhonld be indifferent to whom 
as a Paſtor he committeth the care and conduct of his Soul, 
any more than what Phyſician he chuſeth for his body. And 
the difference between the ignorant and the wiſe, and wicked 
and the godly, the negligent and the faithful, is of grand in- 
portance. 

30. We think that all Chriſtians ſhould prefer a faithful 
Paſtor, before an unfaithful or inſufficient one 3 and a purer 
Church before a more corrupt, as far as they are free, with- 
out doing more hurt than good. But we will hold occalional 
communion with more faulty Churches, fo they compel us 
not to (in. 

31. We take not all the faults of the Paſtor, flock. or ſer- 
vice, to be made ours meerly by our preſence : Nor do we 
think that all faults (or many and great ones conſiſtent with 
the neceſlarics to communion) will allow us to ſeparate, that 
is, either from a true Church, as none, or from lawful com: 
munion as unlawful : Fog Natural diſtance 1s not Moral Se- 
pa-atior, 

32. Wetakethe Magiſterial impoſing of unneceſſary Oaths, 
Profe(ſions, Subſcriptions, Prafices, much more inful ones, 
as neceſſary terms of communion, and ſilencing and caſting 
out Chriſts faithful Servants that obey them not, to be the 
grand and common cauſes of Schiſm, which have, through the 
prile of a Domineering-Clergy, broken moſt of the Churches 
on Earth for above 1coo years. 33. Ve | 
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23. We hate th» fpirit of pride and envy in Preachers, 
who cannot cn.re to fee others, at lealt that differ from 
them, prefered before them 3 and if any do but go from 
them, to others, or worſhip God in another place, or 1n other 
words or circumſtances, do frighten the people by theic loud 
allarm and cry of $chiſm 5 as if all were of a different Reli- 
gion or ſpecies of Communion, that difter from their book 
in Word or Ceremonies 3 And by that blinding name of Dif- 


ferent Communion, alienate the hearts of the ignorant, and 


make them think of the Dutch, French, and others that only 
differ from them in accidents, as the Papiſts do of us that are 
called by them Hereticks. 

34. We take him not to have the Wiſdom and Love of a 
found Chriſtian, who cannot love and bear with his fellow 
Chriſtians, who differ but in ſuch tollerable things. 

25. Yet we think-not that all ſhould preach and gather 
Churches that will, and that the intollerable muſt be tole- 
rated, and that it muſt be All or none: And the Magiſtrate 
s Judg whom he will tolerate : but he muſt judg aright. 

36. We hold the Pariſh-Diviſions to be of great conve- 
nience 3 Not taking all in the Pariſh for the Church, but 
confining Miniſters to their proper bounds. 

37. And whatever differing Churches the Magiſtrate tole- 
nteth, he mult force them to live peaceably, and modeſtly 
towards others. | 

38. Were every Church reduced to ſuch a number, as that 
all might in ſeaſon have local, perſonal communion, like great 
Pariſhes that have Chappcls 3 and E.g. every Church of 6000 
Souls have ſix Paſtors conjunct, -or every Corporation or 
Market-Town ( of old called Cities ) with the Neighbour- 
Villages, be one Church ; and one among theſe Paſtors to be 
a Prelident Biſhop, we ſhould think it moſt like the ancient 
Government. But wecanlive in peace, where we cannot have 
all which we juſtly wiſh for. 

F 39. Though 
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39. Though ſome preach not Chriſt ſincerely, but in enyy 
and (trife to add to our affliction, we rejoyce that Chriſt is 
preached. 

40. We hold all, that for the power of Kings, the obedi- 
ence'of the Subjeds, and againlt rebellion, which the Scrip. 
ture ſpeaketh, and which the Chriſtian Churches, Politicks, 
Lawyers, as far as we know them,commonly hold ; and more 
than divers chief Conformilſts : (Biſhop Blſors book of Syb- 
Jjefticn, and Grotins de Imperio Sum. Pat. fullicſt ſpeak my 
thoughts in the greateſt part.) 

41. As thelc are the meer Nonconformiſts principles, ſo 
their prafice is accordingly : They pray for the King, and 

all in authority 3 not for preferment, but that we may live a 
quiet and peaccable life 1n all godlinets and honeſty : And 
they pray and ſeek for the publick ſafety, and live peaceably 
tow:rds others. 

42. They ſought reconciliation with the Dzoce/ans before 
. the Kings return, and aflociating upon uniting terms. 

43. Whar the Nonconformilts in City, Countrey, Monks 


Army, and the next Parliament did for the Kings reſtoration, | 


15 known. 

44. They offcred but Biſhop Oſhers form of Primitive 
Government (or Epiſcopacy) for reconciliation and concord 
with the Bithops. 

45. They gave publick thanks for the Kings Declaration 
about Eccleſiaſtical affairs, which had healed us, had it not 
been caſt away :_ In which he declareth their moderation. 

46. They never made one motion for Presbytery, Lay 
Elders, Independency : Nor againſt Pariſh- Churches, nor 
againſt the Biſhops Lordſhips, or place in Parliament, or 
Wealth 3 Though, I confels, they defired better than they 
ſaw fit to ask. 

47. They did as much with the Biſhops, as if it had been 
* for their lives, by Condeſcention, Reaton and TRY to 

ave 
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have prevented the foreſeen diviſions, and were the ſeckers 
of Peace. 

43. The Liturgy which they offercd, had not one word 
of exception returned by the Biſhops z nor were their Reply 
or Petition anſwered by them to this day. 

49. They offered their ſolemneſt Proteſtation or Oaths, 
that it was to avoid fin that they refuſed Conformity 3 and 
yet many reported that we held all for indifferent, except 
renouncing the Covenant. 

505. The New Liturgy came out of the Preſs ſo near the 
penal Bartholomew-day, that in almoſt all Counties of Eng- 
land, they were turned out for not declaring Aflent to a 
book which they never ſaw, or could ſee ; and the Confor- 
mers there owned it before they ſaw its 

51. The Nonconformilts knowing that the Magiſtrate hath 
the power of the Temples and Tythes, never pretended any 
right to them when they were caſt out : But knowing that 
they were juſtly poſlctled of their Paſtoral relation to their 
flocks, they bulteved not that the meer will of the Magiſtrate 


| difobligeth them. Yet they believe that win the continuance 


will do more hurt than good, they and the flock ſhould part 
by conſent. 

52. We never heard that any of the 2cco ejected Mini- 

ters were caſt out for any crime or falſe doctrine, but meer- 
ly for not Conforming by Declaration, Subſcription and 
Prattice. 
- $3. Nor have we heard that any, or many in all theſe 
tim-s of tryal have been convit}-1 of hercfie or drunkenneſs, 
lwearing, curſing, deceiving, fornication, or any ſuch immo- 
nlity, 

54. Iam ſure they have oft requeſted that Laws may be 
made to Con\train them to live peaccably, to abuſe none, and 
tO puniſh them as much as others, if any of them-be found 


guilty of any ſuch crime z and that ſuch Laws may bring it ' 
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to the tryal, who they be that are of ſcandafous lives, 


55. They have been thankful for bare connivence and 


opportunity to preach for nothing, ſave what they receive 
from the hearers charity, theſe 18 years : Some that could 


Jive without it have preached freely z and: the reſt, could: 


they have lived and their families without bread, had rather 
have been no burden toany 3 They are naturally no morein 
love with a beggarly ſordid-life than others : 'T he Confor- 
miſts would be loth to live on Charity : Many hundreds have 
long had nothing, or next to nothing of their own, and Wiyes 
and many Children to maintain, Houſe-rcnt to pay, Meat, 
Drink, Cloaths, &c. to buy : and nothing but mens Charity 
to defray all this. And in the Countreys Money 1s ſcarce, 
Charity too cold, and moſt of the Rich are taught by the 
Clergy to. condemn them : And if they come to great Towns, 
the Clergy reproach them. 

56. Many have dyed. in priſon; many catcht their death 
there; many had their goods and books taken away 3 and 
many endured-long impriſonments, and the proſecution go- 
eth. on. 

57. The Magiſtrates of Londor, and other places, have 
been vexed, and ſued by Informers for not proſecuting them, 

58. They preached moſtly privatcly to few about London, 
for fear of giving offence, till the people in the dreadful 
Plague, which kiled about 100000 were Icft as ſheep with- 
out ſhepherds, crouding into another world, and the Noncot- 
formiſts durſt no: forbear to teach them : And God ſo great- 
ly bleft their labours, that the People and Preachers, who 
had bcen thus awakened by devouring dcath, reſolved no 
more for fear of man to negle& the care and intereſt of 
Souls.. O who could be fileat when thouſands that lookt 
for ſpcedy death did croud for help in their neceflary prepa- 
ration. This tirſt drew the London Nonconformilts into 


more open exerciſe of their office, which encouraged thoſe 
0 
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m the Countrey to imitation. And it is not their judgment 
that they are bound to preach, when by oppoling violence, 
or the offending of Rulers it 1s like to do more hurt than 
good, and once preaching to deprive them of all the uſeful- 
neſs of their lives: The ſpirit of the Prophets is ſubject to 
the Prophets (to Reaſon and Prudence in the uſe of gifts, as 
Dr. Hammond expoundeth' it) : But whatever it coſt them, 
when there is true Neceflity and Opportunity, making the 
good like to be greater than the hurt, they judg that they 
muſt uſe the Miniſtry which they are vowed and ordaincd to. 

59. When the Plague was over, ſome thought once again 
to retire 3 and the fire burning down the Churches, and the 
people being deſtitute, conſtrained them (though forbidden) 
to go on. O what is man ! What were the Clergy that 
took upon them the Charge of Souls, that they durſt be againſt 
ſach mens Preaching of the Goſpel in ſuch a City, when ſuch 
a Plague, and ſuch flames had declared the necefitty. 

60. Even when the Plague was raging, and the Court and 
Parhament fled from-it to Oxford, they there were making 
the Oxford-Oath, and Af of Continement, to banith the Non- 
conformilſts from the deſolate City, and all Corporations, &*c. 
And they that before purpoſed ro come to the Parilh- Chur- 
ches, durſt not come, leſt the Congregation being witneſs of 
their being 1n- the City, E*#c. they ſhould be ſent to the Jay]. 

61. Moſt that we hear of in the Countreys, and ſome about 
London, preach not at the time of publick worſhip, but go 


themſelves to the publick Churches, when they have honeſt 


tolerable men : 1 and others here, do ordinary hear and com 
municate in our Pariſh-Churches ( when even the late White 
ſunday 1 do not think there were above 1co Communicants 
In a Pariſh, that its thought hath 20000 Souls, and yet all 
tie reſt are not hunted as Schiſmaticks). And fo or Schiſm 
s-not for withdrawing from the Pariſh>+Churches, but for 
communicating al'o with oihers (which we avow): As if it 
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were greater Schiſm to ſeparate froze none, than to ſeparate 
from all ſave the Dioceſan Conformiſis, who appropriate the 
Church to themſelves. 

62. We take it to be our duty to do our beſt to keep up 
the reputation of honeſt peaceable Conformilts, leſt our Con- 
cord and the peoples edification be hindered, 

63. When we thought it a ſervice to the Conformiſts, to 
help them in teaching ſome of their Pariſhes, which are ex» 
ceedingly too great to hear them, and to enjoy all their Pa- 
ſtoral helps, and we preach, as they confeſs, the ſame dodtrine 
as they, yet we never asked or expected the leaſt part of their 
maintenance (much leſs Preferments, Prebends, Deaneries or 
Biſhopricks), but would have been thankful to have leave to 
be their helpers for nothing ; but cannot have their conſent, 

64. Thoſe of us that preach at the hours of publick wor- 
ſhip, do it for the molt part, where their hearers knowing that 
they cannot have the juſt. benefic of the Pariſh-Paſtors office 
in publick and private, find it neceſſary ſtatedly to chuk 
other helps ; and other hours would greatly diſorder their 
family-dutics: Beſides the Independents that have long had 
their gathered Churches. 

65. Though our judgment be againſt Pluralitics and Non- 
relidences, we ſay little againſt it, left we thoul:} be thought 
to deſire part of the prey, or to envy their riches. 

66. Though we feared, that it we conformed to the Pro- 
fe(lons, Subſcriptions, Oaths, Covenants and Pradcticcs before- 
named ; and this dcliberatcly, and on pretence of keeping 
our Liberty to preach againſt the {ins of others, we {hould 

be guilty of all the (in and is aggravations, which we named 
In the firſt Plea for Peacez yet knowing how various repre» 
ſcntations make mens judgme:ts to ditier, we became not 
hercia Accuſers of the Co1foimiſts, but diſavowed it, leas 
ving them to their propcr judg, and medling with no mel 
mattters but our own. 


67. And 
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67. And leſt it ſhould ſeem to reflect on them as guilty, or 
exaſperate our afflifters, we have moſtly torborn theſe 17 or 
18 years, ſo much as to open the matters and reaſons of our 
Nonconformity, and ſilently undergone reproach. 

68. Yea when great Biſhops have told our Superiors, that 
we judged nothing but renouncing the Covenant unlawful, 
and have called to us, and ſet Parliament-men to call our, 
[What it is that we would have], and never would give us 
leave to tell them ; we have patiently been ſilent: And when 
great Biſhops have told me that our Rulers took us as not fin- 
cere, for not giving our reaſons, and that they would Petitt- 
on that we might no longer be ſuffered to keep up a Schiſm, 
and give no reaſon for it: [ have offered them to beg it on my 
knees, if there were any hope to obtain liberty but once to 
render our reaſons of not conforming. 

69. And when the Ad ceaſed which reſtrained the Preſs, 
we (till forbore, till they gave out, [That now it was clear, that 
for our baffled cauſe we bad no defence, but went on to ſin againſt 
our conſcrences], which conſtrained me at laſt to open ſome- 
what of our caſe, at which yet they are diſplcaſed. 

70. Though multitudes of Books have been written againſt 
us, charging us with Schiſm, and calling for execution of the 
Law againſt us, yea perſwading King and People, as the Plot- 
ters do, that we are cheriſhing principles of rebellion 3 we 
thought it beſt to imitate Chriſt, and flently to bear all, and 
l&t our Lives and Works, rather than our Apologies, anſwer 
for us; till conſtrained, I publiſhed a full account of our Prin- 
ciples of Government and Obedience, leſt continued filence 
pals for guilt. 

71. Their conſtant laſt accuſation 1s about the late Wars : 
When-as 1. not one of very many of the preſent Noncontor- 
miſts ever medled with them. 2. And we offer them thanks 
to filence only the guilty. 3. And many Conformilts (and one 
Archbiſhop.) were in Arms for the Parliament. 4.. And we 
have 
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ave not requited them. till of late, with telling them that it 
; was the Conformilts here that began the War. 


72. When ſome ſay that they requite us for caſting out the 
Conformilts heretofore ; we offer them a thouſand thanks if 
they will caſt out none but thoſe that caſt out them. I coatels 
I took it for xgreat mercy to have groſly ignorant, drunken 
Readers and Prieſts caſt out, of what opinion ſoever, and bet- 


'terput in: But I and others wrote againſt putting out any 


worthy and tolerable man for being againſt the Parliament, 
or for Prelacy. | 
73. Whereas ſome cheat the1gnorant, by telling them, that 
[We would have every Miniſter. be a Pope in his own Pariſh}, 
I. A Pope is one that arrogateth the Government over all 
other Paſtors, even of the whole world : Whereas we would 
overn no Paſtors at all, nor any people, but.our particular 


Hocks, 2. And theſe we would have only to be Volunteers: 


And is not-he liker to a. Tyrant, that will be a Paſtor tothou- 
ſands againſt their wills, than he that will take charge of none 
but Conſenters? 3. Specially the Independents, who are ac- 
cuſed as giving the power to the people, and depending on 
their charity, do not like tyrants compel any to obey them, 

74. Some are taught to make the Presbyterians odious, by 
the rigor of their Diſcipline, and the ſtool of Repentance, 
which the licentious fear. But 1. our judgment is, that nohe 
but willing Conſenters ſhould be Church-members, and as 
ſuch come under Diſcipline. 2. And that none be excommu- 
nicate for any fins (ordinarily) unleſs after due warning and 
patience he refaſe to repent. 3. And God hath made Repen- 
tance neceſlary to comforting-abſolution, pardon and falva- 
tion. 4. And it's a thouſand pities that any ſhould be ſo mad 
in (in, as to think Repentance too dear for pardon. | 

75. Some ſay that we are for Excommunicating Kings: 


- What other men have been, is nothing to us: We take not 


-vur judgments on trult from any party z but the Scripture is 
| our 
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our Rule, and the Primitive Church our pattern. Some of us 
have written againſt the lawfulneſs of dilhonouring Princes 
and Rulers by proper excommunications, as being againſt the 
fifth Command ; and Rituals give place to Morals : And ſome 
of the greateſt Church-men that have caſt us out, have been 
for Rulers Excommunication : We are not inſenſible what 
Treaſons and Domination not only the Pope but the Coun- 
cils of Biſhops (even without the Pope as in the caſe of Lx- 
dovicus Pius,and others)have exerciſed over Princes and King- 
doms byexgommunications,and curſed curſing men FromChriſl. 
76. We find that when in the contentions between the 
Popes and the Emperours, the Clergy familiarly ſwore 0 both 


ſdes as intereſt moved them 3 and as Abbas Urſpergenſus faith, 


Perjury was the common brand of Prieſt and people;it was far from 
proving a cure of Schiſm,though it was pretended for that uſe. 

77. As the Law forbiddeth us, ſo we profeſs to intend 
nothing here written as an accuſation of the Government, 
Laws, Liturgy , or Conformiſts, but only as a deſcription 
of the reaſons of our own Nonconformity. -But if it ſhould 
prove true that Cities, Corporations, Biſhops and Prieſts are 
ovilty but of half the evil again(t God, Truth, Conſcience, 
the Goſpel, the Church, the ſouls of men, the goodsof 'the 
King and Subjects, which we fear we ſhould be guilty of if 
we did conform, I had rather be a (lave than that Clergy- 
man that ſhould encourage them in it. 

78. And if it ſhould prove that any of them are under 
ſuch guilt, in the end it will prove but an uneffeQtual de- 
tence, to accuſe the innocent and reprovers, and ſo to divert 
them, by keeping them on the defenſive part z while they 
are accuſed of -— fin for not ſinning, and called intoller- 
able for refuſing to concur in wickedneſs. 

79.Ever ſince we were caſt out and ſilenced;we have thank- 
fully accepted all motions and overtures for concord. We have 
cen ſeveral times ſince the firſt Treaty, called to new Trea- 
ties, 1n one Dr. Manton and others offered thankfully to ac- 
cept leave to preach for nothing in the Pariſh Churches 

G where 
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where the Miniſters defire it, and when the Common-Prayer 
is uſed. Another time being called by the Lord Keeper Bridg. 
2a we agreed with Biſhop Wilkins and Dr. Burtoy, and it 
was drawn up in an At of Concord by Judg Hale, but yo- 
ted by the Commons not to be brought 1n. Since then we 
were invited to treat with Dr. Tilotſon and Dr. Stil/ing fleet, 
who ſeemed to conſent to the terms of the form of an heal. 
ing A& which we offered them; but they found that the Bi: 
ſhops would not conſent. By all which we have (till ſhewed, 
that we have never ceaſed to ſeek for peace. 

go. We have never ſhunned to read or hear all that can be 
faid, to prove that we need not fear all the guilt of Lyi 
Perjury, falſe Covenanting againſt duty, and all the other fins, 
with their many and heinous aggravations, which we fear be- 
ing guilty of, if we ſhould conform : Nor did we ever refuſe 
to pive the reaſon of our fears, to the Learned'ſt man that 
doth accuſe us. 

. 81. As is aforeſaid, we never to this day put up our Peti 
tior! to any Parliament, ſince we were filenced for relief, com 
paſſion,.or tobe heard z which may ſeem ſtrange to thoſe that 
know our long accuſations and ſufferings. 

82. Bo far are wefrom loving Schiſm, that we take Unity 
to be eſſential to the univerſal and particular Churches ; and 
that diviſion is deſtruftion, though every difference is not 
fuch diviſion. And the chief of my ſtudies and labours1n the 
world is, How to reconcile and unite divided Chriſtians. And 
having fully proved in a Treatiſe of the only terms of come 
mon concord, that it will never be attained but on the terms 
of Primitive ſimplicity, preſcribed by Chriſt, and praiſed by 
rhe firſt Churckes ; it is becauſe our Conformity is inconfiſtent 
with ſuch terms of common concord, and ſach as we think but 
SeCtarian ſchiſm, that we are Nonconformiſts. Let him that is 
for dividing the child, be taken for no true mother of nt. 

83. We are not againſt all Litaniesz our Litany hath not 
Jeſs but more than theirs : We heartily ſay, From- Atheiſm, 


Infidelity and Popery,. from prophaneneſs, perſecution and oþ 
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ion, from all ſedition, privy conſpiracy, and rebellion, from 


falſe dorine, hereſte and ſchiſm z, from an ignorant, prond, and 
worldly dominecring Clergy, from malignant hatred of Gods 


bely Image and ſervants, and ſerious worſhip, and from contempt - 
of his word and commandments, Good Lord deliver us. . 
Jam. 3. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. Who is a wiſe man and en 
dued with knowledg among you, let him ſhew ont of a good cons 
verſation his works with meekneſs of wiſdom.But if ye have bit- 
ter envying and ſtrife in your hearts (much more filencing per- 
ſecution) glory not, and le not againſt the truth. This wiſdom 
__ not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. For 
e emvying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil 
work, But the wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, then peace» 
able,gentle and eaſie to be intreated,full of mercy and good fraits, 
without partiality, and withont hypocriſie. And the fruit 4 righ- 
teowſne ſs is ferns in peace of them that make peace. 1 Thel. 2.15, 
16. Who both killed the Lord Jeſus and their own Prophets, 
and have perſecuted ws. And they pleaſe not God, and are con- 
trary to'all men, forbidding ws to ſpeak to the Gentiles that 
they might be ſaved, to fill up their fin always. For the wrath is 
come upon them to the utmost.. 
[ determine not in all this, Who is 'the Schiſmatick, but - 
make a pair of SpeCtacles for the purblind to diſcern it. , 


- But, Reader, I muſt earneſtly intreat thee, as thow loveſt 


thy Soul, to remember, that as toys, and plays, and tuſt, arid 
pride, and drunkennefs, and gluttony, and ambition, and 60- 
vetouſnels, are the Devils nets by which he raketh the: moſt : 
of the world ; ſo he hath a ſecond fort for thoſe that are above -- 
theſe things, and that is, the degns of wit m-the vain uh- 
profitable part of Learning : And for thoſe that yet-are above - 
this, one of his laſt ſnares is Religions wrangling ;, turning fmath + 
and godlineſs into opinions, ſidings, formalities and perverſe diſ- 
patings, eſpecially with men of corrupt minds, that take gatn + 
for Godlinefs, and think that Reputation and'Mozey will coin 
any thing that is for them, into Trath and Goodneſs, 

| conclude therefore, That if thou would'ſt efeape that + 
Sehiſms + 


Schiſm and 'Dangerous P heh Comende charge or 
anather, the way, is (bort and 
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thy Belief, Foe and- Pragice of known Chriſtianjty,, gc 

irig to our Creed, Lords-Prayer and Decalogue, in wo 44 
God, thy Soul andthy Neighbour,in Godlinel,Charity, Jul 
and Sobxiety, be e.ferious- and fincerez and then'thou art. 
rainly, of zhat Catholick Church, which Cheiſt.is the Hea Lo 
and wil. Ve... 

In. Loreal Chriſtians as ſych, according to thegicalag 
thei ; and rememberigg thy own weakne(s, pit 
bear. with the .infirmitics gf en and when other mp f 
gle agginlt th them, and{abuſethe ſtudy thon to dothem g 

L6ok .on all particular Chechen, AS members. c 


"univerſal afare deſcribed 3 and chule the. beltthou!, aſh X 
thy ordinery communion and good, (o.it be' not to a gies 
hurt by accident : But deny not | occaſional commapey wit 


any (though accuſed. by others) further than tþ my fon force 


to fin,or than they (cparate from. Chriſt : Thy 
thee not [guilty of. the tolerable faults whic tbou cantly 
amend.Take them for $ eftaries andSeparatiſts,who forbic 
communion with a}.that. arenot of:their mind and hed ink 
ferable differences.  ; 
1V., Take. heed of negleRing any ruth r. any; or ; 
4 any fin, which all good Chriſtians, even the Contender 
agreed about : And? in theſe thou wilt find enough for pt 
Conſcience and Salvation. , 
. .y; Be ſure that thou, approve:tby ſelf to God, and.tz 
w.1 e.chy. Rule, and his Love and-the heavenly Glo 
thy;portion, bopeand All z ard let not the fleſti, nor wal 
Intereſt cheat. thee into. juſtly ſuſpetted fin 3 'nor the Thr af 
or F, latterjes, or Bribes of men, either Drive, Allure. ox 
, thee to be falſe to-thy Conſcience, thy. Saviour -and Codz 
. prophanely with Eſzv, to ſell thy: Birthright for a mork | 
hazard thy part in Heaven for a tranſitory befooling, dr 
- and ſhadow, of profit, ; o___ = _ ht. 
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